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ROB BRONS
Chairman of the Executive Board of
The Hague University of Applied Sciences
From The Hague to the rest of the world: The Hague University
of Applied Sciences plays a significant educational role. In
its own buildings, they are mainly engaged in training and
equipping its students to create world citizenship.

47 fulltime Bachelor’s degree
programmes (8 English-language
programmes)
21 part-time and 8 dual Bachelor’s
degree programmes
2 associate degree programmes
7 Master’s programmes
close to 60 postgraduate
continuing professional education
training courses and master
classes
over 30 courses in the area of
further higher education (HOVO)
over 22,000 students
6251 new students in 2010/2011
1800 staff members (65% teaching
staff and 35% support staff)
Source: 2010 Annual Report

What is the primary role of The Hague
University of Applied Sciences?
Assisting young people from the borderless
generation in their formation process. We
provide higher education at University level
in addition to building a world citizen.
And what is good teaching? International education. We have
students from all over the world to make that possible. Therefore,
providing education to foreign students is an important part of
our internationalization policy. In that “International Classroom”
we can train our students to intercultural and international
oriented professionals. To world citizens. They learn languages
and deal with different cultures.
Does The Hague University of Applied Sciences encourage
its students to study abroad? That we find very important.
The Hague University of Applied Sciences expands in the coming
years our existing range of exchange programmes by cooperation
with reliable educational institutions in Europe and beyond. Our
students become a world citizen by going abroad.
Are the teachers also internationally oriented? Of course.
To effectively internationalize, it is important that teachers are
internationally mobile. That’s good for their international orientation. We encourage them to exchange knowledge with foreign
colleagues, to provide presentations at international conferences
and guest lectures at foreign universities.
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Entrepreneurship and Innovation
European Public Management
Family Care
Human Resources Management
Information, Technology and Society
Innovative Exercise Stimulation and Sports*
International Cooperation*
International Peace Justice and Security
Knowledge Transfer in Product Innovation
Metropolitan Development
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Contact details

The Hague campus

Visiting address: J. Westerdijkplein 75,
2521 EN The Hague
Postal address: P.O. Box 13336,
2501 EH The Hague
The Netherlands
 +31(0)70 445 88 88
Visiting and postal address:
Rotterdamseweg 137,
2628 AL Delft
The Netherlands
 +31(0)15 260 62 00

Delft campus
Visiting and postal address:
Laan van Poot 363
2566 DA Den Haag
The Netherlands
 +31(0)70 448 32 22
Laan van Poot campus

An open mind Looking out into the world with an open mind. Towards
China, Brazil and the United States. But also towards Europe, the
Netherlands, the Haaglanden region and The Hague. It’s all part of our
philosophy at The Hague University of Applied Sciences. This ability
to keep an open mind allows the university of applied sciences to

maintain its position right at the heart of society. To design educational
programmes that help students function optimally in a world that
changes more and more rapidly every day. A society that is increasingly
influenced by the international context in which the Netherlands
operates.

Visiting and postal address:
Bredewater 24
2715 CA Zoetermeer
The Netherlands
 +31(0)79 320 87 87

students from around the world. As a result, The Hague University
of Applied Sciences has become an international classroom, in
which students learn to be world citizens capable of transcending
boundaries between countries, cultures or disciplines.
Zoetermeer campus

This card is included with Insight 2012, a publication by The Hague University of Applied Sciences
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open mind

Education at The Hague University has changed dramatically since the
time when students were simply expected to sit in class and listen. These
days, lectures are regularly supplemented with group assignments.
Students hold discussions and debates with each other and their lecturers.
In addition to the curriculum and their examinations, they also discuss

WIM VAN DONSELAAR
Medical consultant for Symphony Health Care Centres
The Hague University strives to play a significant role in
its own neighbourhood through various initiatives, such as
collaborations with a broad range of institutions located in
Laakhaven. Symphony Healthcare Centres are one example
of an organisation we work with.
What do Symphony Healthcare
Centres do? We develop multidisciplinary,
integrated health care centres. We support
independent healthcare providers working
within these centres, such as general
practitioners, physiotherapists, dieticians,
dentists and dermatologists. Bundling all primary care within a
single centre allows us to improve the quality of healthcare.
Symphony Healthcare Centres and The Hague University
are working together. How? We have jointly set up a local
neighbourhood practice. Here, students from The Hague
University’s Healthcare Academy learn the profession of dietician,
nurse or dermatologist through hands-on, practical experience.
Under the supervision of professionals from Calandria, one of our
healthcare centres located in The Hague’s Laakkwartier district,
they ‘practice’ on real patients in a real medical practice. This
allows the students to familiarise themselves with the professional
practice while learning to collaborate in a multidisciplinary setting.
Does this collaboration benefit local residents ? Symphony
and The Hague University are also aiming to collaborate on the
development of preventative and curative healthcare programmes,
aimed specifically at local residents. Examples include an initiative
to prevent obesity in children, or the development of a special
diet for minorities living in the Laakkwartier district. If these
programmes prove to be successful, we may also consider jointly
launching them in other parts of the Netherlands.

a wide range of news stories and social developments. The Hague
University aspires to teach its students to reflect, and develop the
critical thinking skills they need to examine the world around them.
This, we hope, will help them develop the very same open mindset their
school prides itself on.

Stimulating critical thought Students do not simply become critical
world citizens of their own accord. This process requires the help of
motivated supervisors, and teachers that can help them discover their
hidden talents and make the most of them. In order to be able to offer
this kind of assistance, lecturers themselves also need to be nurtured.

talent development

In order to help its employees perform optimally, The Hague University
also encourages them to develop their talents. An increasing number of
lecturers are obtaining Master’s degrees or conducting doctoral research.
By stimulating their own minds, they can then inspire students more
effectively, and vice versa. This helps create a learning environment in

SANDER DEKKER
Former alderman for Education, Youth and Sports in The Hague
Preparing youths from The Hague for social and financial independence. Collaborating on the development of municipal
youth policies. The Hague University plays an indispensable
role in the city of The Hague.

How important is The Hague University
to The Hague? The Hague University is
the largest higher professional education
institution in the city. The University plays an
indispensable role in preparing youths for social
and financial independence. The Hague also
benefits from the new ideas developed by students during their
internships at local businesses and institutions.
Does The Hague also benefit from the knowledge gathered
by The Hague University? Most definitely. The city regularly
applies the practical knowledge developed by the University’s
lectorates. For example, René Diekstra’s lectorate plays a key role
in the development of our youth policy. The municipality is also
working with The Hague University to develop a child-rearing
canon, an initiative to assist parents keen to know more about
child-rearing skills. A project of this nature would not be possible
without the input of The Hague University.
Does the presence of the University have an effect in terms
of local residents’ standard of education? Children of migrant
parents are graduating at increasingly high levels. The Hague
University most definitely plays a role in this regard. In addition
to improving these youths’ level of education, we also help them
develop their skills, an essential asset in both the labour market
and broader society.

which lecturers and students continually bring out the best in one
another, in line with the University’s philosophy.
At The Hague University, ‘makes you think’ is more than just a
slogan: it is the culmination of years spent philosophising about

‘talent development’, ‘diversity’ and ‘knowledge circulation’. These
themes, which are high on the list of educational priorities in both the
Netherlands and Europe, are reflected in all the University’s activities.
The Hague University is known for its unique, pioneering approach.
For example, the University was the first higher education institution

self-willed

in the Netherlands to set up an Information Security Management study
programme, establish a lectorate in Life Style Change for Youths or liaise
with businesses and educational institutions in the Netherlands and abroad.
Higher education for all The general population level of education is

JOS WALENKAMP
Director of Knowledge & Innovation, NUFFIC
Lector of International Co-Operation at The Hague University
The Hague University seeks to serve as opinion leader in
many areas of the broader social debate, such as international co-operation.

How do universities of applied sciences
share their knowledge in developing
countries? In the form of internships, modules,
research programmes, minors and projects.
Fragmented initiatives, that tend to offer
benefits to the Dutch participants, rather than
contribute to structural and sustainable development.
Can universities of applied sciences contribute to
international cooperation? Absolutely. However, in order to
achieve genuine, sustainable development, universities of applied
sciences will have to enter into long-term, structural relationships
with educational institutions in developing countries. These local
institutions are in need of knowledge and capacity development
in the area of management, organisational development and
administration. Dutch universities of applied sciences can provide
advice and assistance in this regard; after all, we have built up over
a century’s worth of experience when it comes to developing ‘our’
high professional education system.
How can Dutch universities of applied sciences apply their
knowledge more effectively in developing countries? This
question is currently being analysed by The Hague University’s
lectorate in ‘International Co-Operation’. For example, efforts are
currently underway to analyse the intercultural competencies,
motivation, language skills and experience of lecturers, and survey
students going abroad for a study programme or internship. These
students will then be interviewed upon their return, in order to
assess whether their expectations have been met; the outcome of
these studies can result in changes, ensuring that more students
gain experience in developing countries over the course of their
study programme. Efforts are also underway to assess three
developing countries in order to determine the structure of their
practically oriented education and establish whether the needs and
wishes of the local labour market are being met by the education
system.

a good yardstick by which to measure a country’s progress. The
Netherlands aspires to become one of the world’s leading knowledge
economies. The Hague University wholeheartedly supports this
ambition: it seeks to offer high quality, innovative higher professional
education to the greatest possible number of young people, no matter

what their personal circumstances, economic position or intellectual
background. The University has been dedicated to this goal for some
time now, through efforts such as the Talent Development programme
which provides information and supervision to students from families
that have never enjoyed higher education before.

diversity

Diversity As a part of these ambitions, higher professional education
institutions are responsible for engendering awareness of today’s multicultural
society in all its students. In the case of The Hague University, this does not
pose much of a challenge: the University’s students and lecturers operate
in an environment that is just as ethnically diverse as society itself. As a

PAUL ROSENMÖLLER
Chairman of the Covenant on Overweight and Obesity
The Hague University seeks to serve as opinion leader in
many areas of the broader social debate, such as the issue of
obesity.

Can we help to make the population more
healthy? This poses a great challenge. The
number of people suffering from obesity is still
rising. This represents a complex problem, that
has been severely underestimated. Successfully
dealing with obesity will require co-operation
between a large number of parties. This includes
parents, businesses, and government agencies. However, the
assistance of educational institutions is also more than welcome.
How can universities of applied sciences contribute to the
fight against obesity? One initiative to this end would be the
establishment of a lectorate in Life Style Change for Youths, such
as the one set up by The Hague University. Lector Rob Oudkerk
is currently assessing the current and potential effectiveness of
various lifestyle intervention methods. Amongst other initiatives, he
is planning to train students to become lifestyle coaches, responsible
for offering youths individual and group-based supervision. The
information they provide would then help youths adopt a healthier
lifestyle, resulting in a normal weight.
Is The Hague University collaborating with the Covenant on
Overweight and Obesity? Yes. For example, we keep each other
informed about our respective activities. We are also part of an
international network of organisations working to reduce obesity.
Does The Hague University play a role in the social debate
on obesity? The Hague University is currently working to play a
more prominent role in this area. As it gathers more knowledge and
expertise, the university will be able to play an increasingly active
role in the debate, at both regional and national level.

result, diversity is a key word at The Hague University, denoting both the
multicultural nature of its student base and the general diversity at the
university of applied sciences’ complex. For example, the various full and
part-time students represent a broad age group, and the institution hosts
a diverse range of study programmes and talents.

Knowledge institution Although universities of applied sciences
traditionally served as study centres, the start of the 21st century has
also seen them take on the role of knowledge institutions. The Hague
University develops knowledge in many forms, which it shares through
an equally diverse range of initiatives, such as the annual HuBa, or

knowledge

Tax Return Assistance programme. In this programme Business Economics
as well as Management, Economics, and Law students work with Tax
Administration staff to help local residents fill out their tax returns.
Our students are thoroughly familiar with practical assignments involving

ANNA SHALEVA
Managing Director Integral, Bulgaria
The Hague University now attracts potential students from
both within the Netherlands and beyond its borders. With the
assistance of educational consultants, we are now attracting
an increasing number of international students from
countries such as Bulgaria.
What does Integral do? Integral Educational Programs is a leading educational
consultant with offices in all major Bulgarian
cities. We also have offices in Skopje (Macedonia) and Bucharest (Romania). Integral
provides students from these countries with
information on the options for a Bachelor’s or Master’s programme
at universities of applied sciences or research universities in England,
Denmark and the Netherlands.
Why do students from Bulgaria, Macedonia and Romania
want to study abroad? Western Europe offers better study
facilities, modern educational programmes and a multicultural
environment.
How does Integral help students from Bulgaria, Macedonia
and Romania seeking to study abroad? We organise a broad
range of information activities in order to make ‘our’ students aware
of the various study programmes and academic opportunities
available at the foreign universities of applied sciences and research
universities with which we cooperate. For example, we hold two
education fairs each year, offering students and foreign education
institutions the opportunity to meet one another face-to-face over the
course of presentations, language tests and admission interviews.
How long have Integral and The Hague University been
working together ? The first contacts between the two institutions
date back to 2001. Integral students have been studying at The Hague
University since September 2004. The Hague University has since
become a popular educational institution amongst students from
Bulgaria, Macedonia and Romania. The students are enthusiastic
about the English-language study programmes in the area of law and
economics.

real world clients. We offer a special knowledge helpdesk for small
and medium-sized businesses, known as the Regional Director. Major
regional companies and organisations also regularly call upon The
Hague University’s services when facing innovation-related or other
problems and issues.

Research Lectorates at The Hague University also serve as breeding
grounds for knowledge innovation, helping to address multidisciplinary
issues that cannot be resolved by means of standard knowledge or
routines. Working in collaboration with the lecturers, students and other
partners, they help to create links between education, applied research

research

and the day-to-day practice in a range of social areas. For example, they
develop minors, conduct research and maintain alliances with businesses
and institutions at a local, regional, national and international level. In
designating its lectorates, the University takes into account current social
issues, the wishes of its key partners and important regional developments.

MU TIAN
The Hague University Alumnus, Chief Representative of
Erasmus University Rotterdam, China Office
From Laakhaven to China: The Hague University plays an
important role around the world. It recently organised a
meeting for alumni in Beijing and Shanghai for the very first
time.
You live in Beijing, and studied in The
Hague. Tell us all about it! I completed a
study programme in China, and built up several
years of work experience. I then realised I would
need further education if I was to build a serious
career. There was no suitable ‘Business Education’
programme available in my own country.
After getting advice from some friends who already lived in the
Netherlands, I decided to move to The Hague in order to take an MBA
and a Master of Accounting and Control at The Hague University. I
obtained both degrees in 2005, after which I returned to China.
Do you still have a special relationship with The Hague
University? Yes. I wouldn’t have got my current job without the
knowledge and experience I gained there. I owe The Hague University
a lot. I didn’t think twice when the university asked me to organise
alumni meetings in Beijing and Shanghai. Over 100 Chinese students
have obtained a Master’s degree in The Hague since 1996, and this
was the first opportunity for them to meet.
So you’re The Hague University’s ambassador in China? I’m
not on my own. Employees from The Hague University, agents and
former students are all working to create goodwill for the University
in China. The previous alumni meeting, for example, was also
attended by a number of potential students.

International The Hague University is deeply rooted in the city of
The Hague, in its capacity as a hub for knowledge, economics, legal
and administrative authority and international business. However,
the University’s open mind allows it to look further than the borders
of the city or region. The Hague University is becoming increasingly

renowned throughout Europe and the rest of the world as ‘The
Hague University of Applied Sciences’. The University is entering
into relationships and collaborations with an increasing number of
international businesses and educational institutions. Its Englishlanguage study programmes are attracting students from around

international

the world. As a result, The Hague University has become an
international classroom, in which students learn to be world
citizens capable of transcending boundaries between countries,
cultures or disciplines.
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ROB BRONS
Chairman of the Executive Board of
The Hague University of Applied Sciences
From The Hague to the rest of the world: The Hague University
of Applied Sciences plays a significant educational role. In
its own buildings, they are mainly engaged in training and
equipping its students to create world citizenship.

47 fulltime Bachelor’s degree
programmes (8 English-language
programmes)
21 part-time and 8 dual Bachelor’s
degree programmes
2 associate degree programmes
7 Master’s programmes
close to 60 postgraduate
continuing professional education
training courses and master
classes
over 30 courses in the area of
further higher education (HOVO)
over 22,000 students
6251 new students in 2010/2011
1800 staff members (65% teaching
staff and 35% support staff)
Source: 2010 Annual Report

What is the primary role of The Hague
University of Applied Sciences?
Assisting young people from the borderless
generation in their formation process. We
provide higher education at University level
in addition to building a world citizen.
And what is good teaching? International education. We have
students from all over the world to make that possible. Therefore,
providing education to foreign students is an important part of
our internationalization policy. In that “International Classroom”
we can train our students to intercultural and international
oriented professionals. To world citizens. They learn languages
and deal with different cultures.
Does The Hague University of Applied Sciences encourage
its students to study abroad? That we find very important.
The Hague University of Applied Sciences expands in the coming
years our existing range of exchange programmes by cooperation
with reliable educational institutions in Europe and beyond. Our
students become a world citizen by going abroad.
Are the teachers also internationally oriented? Of course.
To effectively internationalize, it is important that teachers are
internationally mobile. That’s good for their international orientation. We encourage them to exchange knowledge with foreign
colleagues, to provide presentations at international conferences
and guest lectures at foreign universities.
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An open mind Looking out into the world with an open mind. Towards
China, Brazil and the United States. But also towards Europe, the
Netherlands, the Haaglanden region and The Hague. It’s all part of our
philosophy at The Hague University of Applied Sciences. This ability
to keep an open mind allows the university of applied sciences to

maintain its position right at the heart of society. To design educational
programmes that help students function optimally in a world that
changes more and more rapidly every day. A society that is increasingly
influenced by the international context in which the Netherlands
operates.

Visiting and postal address:
Bredewater 24
2715 CA Zoetermeer
The Netherlands
 +31(0)79 320 87 87

students from around the world. As a result, The Hague University
of Applied Sciences has become an international classroom, in
which students learn to be world citizens capable of transcending
boundaries between countries, cultures or disciplines.
Zoetermeer campus
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