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The purpose of this booklet is to provide a brief but comprehensive overview of the European Studies programme, which is part of
the Faculty of Management & Organisation at The Hague University of Applied Sciences. First, the mission and vision of the
programme will be explained, followed by an overview of the content of the programme and core themes and learning continuums
that shape the curriculum. An overview of all courses and assessments has been provided, as well as information about exchange
and internship possibilities and procedures pertaining to European Studies.
Please note that this guide is for informational purposes only. No rights may be derived from its content.
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1. Introducing European Studies
European Studies is an international and interdisciplinary management programme that aims to educate 21st century professionals
for a wide range of careers in management, marketing, communications and public relations or public policy advice.
Our Mission: Empowering the European Professional to Proactively Resolve Global Challenges
In an era of accelerated globalisation and rapid technological evolution, contemporary professionals face new challenges that prove
the old saying that it is not necessarily the strongest who survive, but those most adaptable to change. European Studies is an
international, interdisciplinary programme that gives young European professionals the tools they need to start an international
management career and the flexibility to keep up with the changing 21st century world.
Rather than focusing on one specific job, we want to get our students ready for anything by combining the disciplines of business
management and public policy with research and communication skills and then adding an international, intercultural and multi-lingual
approach that prepares you to meet the needs of employers in the Netherlands and abroad in both the public and the private sector.
European Studies graduates are Global Citizens – young, eager professionals who don’t just want to see the world; they want to
make it better by writing policy advice at a government institution or creating marketing strategies for non-profit organisations or
opening up new markets for export. Our location in The Hague, the International City of Peace and Justice, puts them right in the
heart of the global village and offers access to over 160 of the international employers where graduates may want to start their careers.
At European Studies, students explore Europe and the organisations operating within its
political, cultural and economic frameworks. They confront big questions, examine different
cultural perspectives and prepare for a future in politics, business or the non-profit sector.
They get an international experience both in and out of our multi-cultural classrooms, where
English is the main language, and have a chance to develop intercultural skills by going on
exchange to another country. They develop knowledge while practicing essential skills and
after demonstrating those skills during a placement in an international organisation, they
are ready to start a career in just such a place or to pursue further (international) studies.
In short, an ES degree is a lot like a multi-purpose tool or a Swiss Army Knife: it equips the
bearer to handle dozens of different challenges and gets them ready for any challenge the
21st century might throw at them, giving them Employability through Adaptability.
There are two versions of the European Studies programme:
•

European Studies 4 (ES4) is a four-year Bachelor of Arts programme open to Dutch
students with a HAVO, VWO or MBO diploma (at least level 4) and international students with an equivalent qualification.

•

European Studies 3 (ES3) is an accelerated, three-year Bachelor of Arts that is open to Dutch students with a VWO diploma
and international students with an equivalent qualification, such as a German Abitur or an International Baccalaureate diploma.
Due to its accelerated nature, ES3 is more intensive and presents different challenges, including some differences in course
and project content, increased complexity and additional self-study.
A Competence-Based Vision for Education

European Studies is a competence-based programme, focused on helping students develop the knowledge and skills needed to start
international careers in the public sector (government and politics, non-governmental organisations) or the private sector (small,
medium or global businesses). To achieve this goal, the programme’s vision on education rests on five basic principles:
1. International Professional Situations – exposing students to the types of situations they will experience in their careers
2. Activating and challenging teaching methods in an intercultural learning environment – offering engaging content through
innovative methods with a hands-on approach in an international classroom with diverse students and teachers
3. Talent Development – helping students get the most out of their potential and maximising their employability
4. Self-management – giving students the tools they need to transfer from high school to university to the start of their career
5. Teachers as international professionals – a teaching staff dedicated to exploring the world and exposing their students to
different perspectives
The programme is constructed around several core competences – things that you need to be able to do. By the end of three or four
years at ES, every student should be able to:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Analyse current European affairs in a historical context in order to support organizations and institutions active in Europe.
Advise organizations in their European operations drawing on knowledge of the political, economic and cultural complexity of
Europe.
Evaluate complex organizational challenges that originate from changing external factors caused by global issues and global
governance.
Assess EU multilevel policy and regulatory frameworks in order to effectively contribute to the implementation of
organizational goals within the EU.
Communicate in German, Dutch, Spanish, or French in order to study and/or work in an international context, communicate
effectively and appropriately to a (non-)specialist audience and to facilitate professional international collaboration.
Develop advisory, analytical or innovative professional products in order to effectively and appropriately inform, negotiate
with, and persuade partners/stakeholders using the English language at C1 level proficiency.
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Communicate appropriately with diverse local and international audiences using a variety of oral and written communication
styles in different professional formats to engage European audiences and transnational networks.
Provide empirically supported analysis by selecting research methods appropriate to the project and relying on international,
professional and academic sources.
Function professionally in international and multicultural teams, partnerships and collaborations.
Professionally manage local and international projects using a variety of project management tools and techniques.
Self-manage their professional career path by continuously further developing the required competences for their desired
role as a European professional in an ever-changing society.

These ambitious competences provide the framework for the lectures, seminars, workgroups, projects and other activities that make
up the European Studies programme and students have the opportunity to demonstrate these competencies by going on exchange
to a foreign country, completing a professional work placement and conducting research for a final paper or dissertation, resulting in
a Bachelor of Arts degree that signifies their acquisition of the knowledge and skills described above. This should prepare students
for careers in policy advice, regulatory advice, marketing and international trade, social entrepreneurship and public relations, or in

2. Entry Requirements
As an international and interdisciplinary programme, European Studies prides itself on its diverse and multi-cultural student body and
strives to recruit students with diverse backgrounds and interests.
European Studies 4
Requirements for Dutch Students:
•
•
•

A HAVO Diploma – all profiles are accepted
A VWO Diploma – all profiles are accepted
An MBO Diploma – Level 4

Students who are missing a subject or lack one of these diplomas can consult THUAS to enquire about Deficiency Tests for missing
subjects or 21+ tests for different diplomas. Visit the University website or contact the Central Enrolment Office: CSI@hhs.nl
Requirements for International Students:
•
•
•

International students with a diploma that is the equivalent of a HAVO or VWO Diploma can be admitted to European Studies
Diplomas are evaluated by the Dutch education accreditation agency called NUFFIC
In some cases, an English proficiency test may be required.

For details, see the full Entry Requirements on our website.
European Studies 3
The 3-year fast track is essentially the same degree as the four-year variant, but in a more intensive and challenging format with
some slight differences in course and project content and with more self-study. Because ES3 is offered to students with advanced
secondary school diplomas, some courses from the four-year programme are not included.
Here are the entry requirements:
Requirements for Dutch Students:
•

A VWO Diploma - all profiles are accepted

Students who are missing a subject or lack one of these diplomas can consult THUAS to enquire about Deficiency Tests for missing
subjects or 21+ tests for different diplomas. Contact the Central Enrolment Office: CSI@hhs.nl
Requirements for International Students:
•
•
•

International students with a diploma that is the equivalent of a VWO Diploma can be admitted to European Studies.
o This includes an International Baccalaureate, a European Baccalaureate, a German Abitur and A-Levels from the
United Kingdom, as well as a wide variety of national diplomas
Diplomas are evaluated by the Dutch education accreditation agency called NUFFIC
In some cases, an English proficiency test may be required

For details, see the full Entry Requirements on our website.

3. What Can You Do with This Diploma? Careers & Masters
European Studies is not focused on preparation for any single profession. Given the fast-changing nature of the globalized workforce
in the 21st century, young professionals need to be prepared for a wide range of different career possibilities.
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ES students graduate with an internationally recognised Bachelor of Arts in European Studies and go on to careers as European
Professionals, specialists in European (and global) affairs with the knowledge to work at the (junior) management level in a wide
range of fields. They are especially equipped for international careers. They also have the right research, critical thinking, language
and communications skills to be ready for anything and the flexibility to adapt to the changing needs of the 21st century. They often
work as policy advisors, in (public or private) management, marketing or communications.
International Careers
European Studies graduates work in virtually all fields but one thing that most of their jobs have in common is an international focus.
Many go abroad and even those who stay in the Netherlands are usually employed at organisations with an international outlook.
Most graduates work in management, marketing, communications and public relations or in policy advice.
Here are a few examples of specific positions that European Studies graduates have taken:
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•

Corporate Fundraiser for UNICEF
Communication Advisor for the City of Delft
Compliance Officer at Sony
Marketing Manager for P&O Ferries
Head of Office at the Association of Defence
Counsel Practicing Before the International Criminal
Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia
Manager of International Sales for ABN AMRO
Online Travel Consultant for Serco
Project Leader at the National Youth Council (NJD)
Junior Field Marketer at Talentsoft

•
•
•
•
•

Business Development at Arlon Graphics
Project Advisor at the Ministry of Economic Affairs in the
Netherlands
Country Specialist at the Ministry of Economic Affairs in
the Netherlands
PR and Promotion Manager for the Belgian Embassy in
The Hague
Social Media Worker for SHO Giro 555
Policy Officer at the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Junior Export Manager for Van Stijn Rijnwoud

And here are some of the most common job titles that many of our recent graduates have:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Account Manager
Ambassador’s Assistant
Business Development Analyst
Compliance Officer
Consular Officer
Corporate Communications Officer
Event Planner
Fundraiser
Marketing Coordinator

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Online Marketer
Operations Analyst
Parliamentary Assistant
Policy Officer
Political Advisor
Project Leader
Protocol Officer
Public Relations Officer

•
•
•
•
•
•

Recruitment Officer
Sales Manager
Small Business Owner
Social Media Analyst
Social Media Coordinator
Social Media Marketing Officer

Whether they are working as a liaison between Rotterdam harbour and foreign markets or lobbying in Brussels on behalf of business
or political interests, our students are almost always engaged in cross-border careers. Sometimes they take the time to send us a
picture or a note. We’re always proud of them.
Masters/Graduate Studies
An increasing number of European Studies graduates – especially those in the 3-year programme – are also choosing to continue
their education after receiving their BA, in order to dive deeper into specific subjects of interest. The interdisciplinary nature of the
European Studies programme makes it possible to choose from a wide range of options.
Some academic universities in the Netherlands require a pre-master year if you want to enrol after completing a Bachelor of Arts at
a University of Applied Sciences, so be sure to check the exact requirements of any programme you’re interested in. Students who
pursue a master’s abroad, which many ES graduates do, are rarely subject to such a requirement.
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Most of the master’s programmes chosen by ES graduates are international in nature. Here are a few examples:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Crisis and Security Management
European (Union) Studies
Intercultural Communication
International Business
International Development Studies
International Humanitarian Action
International Journalism
International Marketing

•
•
•
•
•
•

International Public Management
International Relations Marketing Management
Master’s in Business Administration (MBA)
Political Science
Public Administration
Peace and Conflict Studies
Russian and Eurasian Studies

For more examples and updates on alumni, check out our Instagram: @europeanstudiesthuas

Opportunities for World Citizens in the International City of Peace & Justice
Preparing students for an international career requires more than knowledge, skills and language courses. It’s about helping them to
become World Citizens – members of the global community who are dedicated to engaging with the world around them. ES graduates
do not just travel the world. They try to make it a better place, either by developing innovative approaches to business, contributing
to constructive government policy or working at non-governmental organisations. What better place to prepare for that than The
Hague, the international city of peace and justice? The Hague is home to over 160 international organisations and companies,
including:
•
•
•
•
•

•

Royal Dutch Shell
The International Criminal Court
The Peace Palace & International Court of Justice
Europol & Eurojust
Global Human Rights Defence

•
•
•

The Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons
KPN Telecom
Aegon
The European Patent Office

For more information on The Hague’s international organisations, visit the city’s website, where you can download a complete
Guide to International Organisations in The Hague.

4. Programme Overview
European Studies is interdisciplinary and customisable. Students study public and private management, professional skills and
languages and they develop as world citizens who are comfortable and capable adapting to different environments and new
challenges. They are also committed to using their knowledge and skills to proactively pursue change. Beyond the interdisciplinary
core curriculum, ES students carve out their own career path by customising their studies by specialising in business, politics or
culture in their final year.
Here is an overview of the 4-year programme
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The 3-year programme covers the same content, but in a more compact package that omits some courses and rearranges others.
Some second-year courses are done in year one, and some third-year courses are in year 2. ES3 goes on exchange in the second
semester of the second year and professionalises in the third year.
Customising the Course Load to Carve Out Your Own Career Path
The core curriculum continues throughout the programme but students are given opportunities to customise their studies according
to their own interests and career goals in the following areas:
•
•
•
•
•

Choosing a specialisation in business, politics or culture in the final year
Choosing their modern foreign language
Choosing courses to follow while on exchange
Choosing and applying for internships in different fields
Choosing a topic for the final graduation project/thesis

The ES programme is geared towards empowering students to make these choices and preparing them to start their career by
teaching them the ins and outs of the policy processes used by organisations, governments and business to make decisions,
equipping them to deal with diversity and providing them with the knowledge and skills they will need to join the global workforce. This
gives students a lot of freedom, but also a lot of responsibility. We offer our students guidance but expect them to take that
responsibility and take charge of their careers.
International Experience
In every phase of the programme, all students will get an international experience in multi-cultural classrooms that include exchange
students from all over the world. They will also have the opportunity to go abroad for a five-month exchange, during which they will
pursue courses of their own choosing, related to their specialisation. Exchange is required for all Dutch students and optional for
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international students. After returning to The Hague University of Applied Sciences, students will use the insights gained on exchange
for personal development while consolidating their knowledge and skills in a final round of courses and projects.
All students will acquire real experience in the international workplace by completing a 5-month internship at an international or
internationally oriented organisation, government agency or company – in the Netherlands or abroad.
Choosing a Foreign Language
As part of its commitment to producing international professionals, the European Studies programme prioritises language learning.
All students follow French, German or Spanish in pursuit of the highest possible level. There are advanced level courses (French,
German and Spanish Plus) and intensive beginner’s courses (Basic French, German or Spanish). For international students, there
is also the option to do Basic Dutch instead. Students are free to choose, but the programme advises the following:
1. Students who studied French, German or Spanish at secondary school are advised to continue with it in a Plus course, because:
•
•
•

Plus level courses open up doors for different exchange destinations, where a high level is required.
Plus level courses give students access to special projects and, sometimes, fieldtrips.
Plus level courses enable students to graduate with a professional level, which can have a big impact on their CV.

2. Beginners and students who want to start over with a new language can apply for a Basic course in French, German, Spanish or
Dutch, but must be aware that space is limited in these courses. ES cannot guarantee placement and may have to ask you to make
a second choice.
Other languages are sometimes available as special electives or extra-curricular activities.
Study Success
In keeping with standard practice at Dutch universities and universities of Applied Sciences, European Studies students can earn a
First-Year Diploma or Propedeuse by completing all of their courses and projects in the first year and earning all 60 credits. Students
can enter the second year without a First-Year Diploma, but only if they have earned at least 50 credits in the first year. Students with
less than 50 credits receive a Negative Binding Study Advice (NBSA) and have to leave the programme. It is important to get the
First-Year Diploma on time, as it can have an effect on the exchange procedures.
European Studies is a challenging and demanding programme that requires multi-tasking, organisation and self-discipline, as well as
full commitment to show up and do the work. Many of our courses – especially foreign languages – require intense practice and that
makes full participation essential. It’s not easy, and it’s not for everyone, but for students who are up to this challenge, it’s incredibly
rewarding.
Graduation
In order to complete the programme, students will have to tie together everything they have learned in a final research assignment
that demonstrates that they are competent in conducting research, dealing with international issues and communicating. Depending
on the student and their future plans, this final assignment may involve applied research for a professional assignment provider or a
theoretical dissertation. Either way, it allows students to graduate with additional proof of their capabilities.

5. Going Abroad on Exchange
All European Studies students have the opportunity to go on exchange for 5 months in the third year (for ES4) or the second year
(ES3). This is mandatory for all Dutch students and optional for internationals.

After receiving instruction on the application process, students submit an exchange application, specifying 5 countries of preference.
Students who meet the criteria for going on exchange on time will be offered a place at a university focused on their specialisation
(public or private) in one of those countries. The placement process is complex and, to some extent, competitive. Placement can be
competitive, because some destinations are more popular than others and academic results can be used to determine priority. It is
very important to attend all of the announced information sessions about this process and to respect application deadlines announced.
All students are assigned to a Country Tutor who helps them prepare and stays in touch with them while they’re away.
Exchange Destinations include the following countries. See our exchange site for full details: www.escm-studyabroad.nl
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Chanda de Korte is spending
the first half of her third year in
Russia, where she’s been
having a great time seeing the
sights, getting to the know the
country and spending time with
family members who live
nearby.

Michelle
Looije
is
in
Portsmouth, “and It’s actually
quite amazing. I have already
made some amazing new
friends from different parts of
Europe and the courses I
take are interesting. In my
free time I’m travelling
around, hence my next trip is
to a national park in Wales.
For me studying abroad is a
unique opportunity to get to
know other cultures and to
see a country from a different
side. If you ever get the
chance to study abroad, you
should definitely do it!

“Studying
in
Russia
is
interesting and different,” she
says, noting that she has
encountered some cultural
differences.
“The
strong
bureaucracy is very notable
here, but my Country Tutor
Prepared me for that.”

Minors for International students who do not go on exchange
International students who choose not to go on exchange can follow minors at The Hague University instead. Minors are
comprehensive packages of elective courses focused on a more detailed exploration of themes relevant to a student’s specialisation,
as well as their personal goals and interests.

6. Work Placement & Final Projects: Professionalisation and Graduation
Whether you’re graduating in three years or four, the last year of the European Studies is about getting ready to graduate and start a
career. After a minor that deepens students’ knowledge on a subject of their own choosing, students face their final challenges: a 5month internship at an approved international workplace and a final research project.
Work Placement
Each student will seek employment at an international organisation, company or government institution, where they will put all of their
skills to the test while evaluating their own competences and progress. European Studies maintains a database of placement providers
in the public and private sectors, but students can also find a placement on their own, provided that it meets our criteria. Because of
the interdisciplinary nature of the programme, there are many possibilities.
Example Placements

Public Sector Placements
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Private Sector Placements
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Coastal & Marine Union
Curacao Cares
D66
EP Nuffic
Eurojust
Europe Direct
The EU Delegation to the USA
MasterPeace – European Office
The Ministries of Foreign Affairs & Economic Affairs
The Municipality of Amsterdam
The Municipality of The Hague
The Netherlands Consulate in Dusseldorf
The Partij van de Arbeid (Dutch Labour Party)
The Portuguese Navy
ProDemos
The Province of Antwerpen
The Province of Zuid-Holland
Reliance
SOMO
Stichting Vluchtelingwerk (Foundation for Refugee
work)
The Hague Security Delta
World Animal Protection
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ABN Amro
Akzo Nobel
Bali Go Live
Be Madrid
Den Haag Marketing
Donkeytrip
Ernst & Young
Holland at Home
Hunkemoller
JD Sports Fashion PLC
Koninklijke Ahold
Koninklijke Verkade
Madurodam
MetricLab
NBTC Holland
Nestle
Park Plaza Hotels Europe
Santa Fe Relocation Services
Topic Travel
Verdel
Vice
Yogiyousef
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Many students complete their work placement abroad. This map shows all of the countries where students have done placements in
recent years, indicated in Yellow.

Students also take an orientation course to help them evaluate options and prepare for the application process. As many as one in
three ES students are offered jobs after completing their placements.
Final Projects
To graduate, students must also demonstrate their knowledge and skills with a final project, resulting in a professional or academic
research paper. In selecting a final project, students have the option to choose between conducting applied research for an
assignment provider or producing a more theoretical dissertation on a topic relevant to Europe’s public or private sector. Like most
choices offered in European Studies, this allows students to customise their studies around their own career aspirations. Applied
research projects often involve writing marketing or export plans or providing an organisation with policy advice. Theoretical
dissertations more often focus on the analysis of social, political or economic issues.
Students begin the journey towards their final paper with an intense research review course that guides them through the initial stages
of identifying a topic and crafting a research question. They are supervised throughout their research by a member of staff with
expertise in their field of research and evaluated by their supervisor and an impartial second reader, as well as an English teacher
who evaluates the quality of the writing.

7. Year 1 in Detail: ES4
Here is a complete overview of the foundation year for ES4 students:

Year 1: Introducing Europe, the EU & the ES Programme
Year 1 introduces Europe, as well as its public and private sector, while encouraging students to develop their professional skills.
Students learn management and marketing for both sectors and develop their intercultural and language skills.

Sem.

Course

1

The Political
Dimension

2

Institutions of
the EU

2

IGOS and
INGOs - World
Citizenry at
Work

1

The Business
Dimension

2

2

Description
Basic political theory &
European political
processes
An introduction to the
European Union and
how it works
Exploring international
government & nongovernmental
organisations

Knowledge

Skills

Career
Development

Public Sector

Orientation &
Cases

Public Sector

Orientation &
Cases

Public Sector

Orientation &
Cases

An overview of Europe's
economic & business
environment

Private Sector

Orientation &
Cases

Management of
Organisations
in Europe

Management theory &
public/private sector
orientation

Interdisciplinary

Orientation &
Cases

Foundations of
Marketing

Principles of marketing
for businesses or other
sectors

Private Sector

Orientation &
Cases

9

Research

Assessment
Open Question
Exam
Multiple Choice
Exam
Open Question
Exam

Research
Assignment &
Multiple-Choice
Exam
Multiple Choice
Exam
Assignment &
Multiple-Choice
Exam
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Presentation &
Multiple-Choice
Exam
Oral, Open
Question, Multiple
Professional Skills
Choice Exams &
Portfolios

1

The Cultural
Dimension

History, philosophy &
European identity

Interdisciplinary

1&2

Modern Foreign
Languages

Development of
language skills with a
focus on practice

Languages

Communication

1

Focus on
Europe Today
& Project
Management

Group project involving
event planning that
trains students in project
management

Interdisciplinary

Project
Management,
Communication
& Intercultural

Professional Skills Project & Portfolio
& Cases

1&2

English
Practicals

Vocabulary building &
discussion practice in
support of knowledge
courses

Interdisciplinary

Communication

Professional Skills
& Cases

Oral Exam

1

Introduction to
Research Skills

Conducting research
and writing APA Style
research reports

Interdisciplinary

Research,
Communication
& Intercultural

Professional Skills
& Orientation

Research
Assignment

1

Oral
Presentations

Practical Workshops for
Public Speaking Skills

Communication
& Intercultural

Professional Skills
& Cases

Oral Exam

1

Introduction to
English Writing

Training in basic
academic writing skills

Interdisciplinary

Communication
& Intercultural

Professional Skills
& Cases

2

English Writing
Skills

Academic writing
workshops with a
portfolio

Interdisciplinary

Communication,
Professional Skills
Research &
& Cases
Intercultural

2

Intercultural
Communication

Discussing essential
aspects of intercultural
interaction

Interdisciplinary

Career
Development

Supervision & coaching
combined with
professional orientation
activities

1&2

Interdisciplinary

I am Gábor from Hungary. I started
European Studies after receiving my
International Baccalaureate diploma in
high school. I chose ES because it
provides a chance to explore both
business and political studies before I
had to choose which path to take. I was
unable to decide that for a long time, but
after my first year I settled with
specialising in the private (business)
sector. I enjoy this program because it
focuses greatly on language learning,
which is very important to me, along with
being a hands-on study where the
studied theories are immediately applied
in assignments. So far, I am not sure
what career I want to pursue, possibly
one in marketing or logistics.

Orientation &
Cases

Intercultural

Interdisciplinary

Open Question
Exam

Professional Skills
& Cases

Portfolio of
Writing
Assignments
Portfolio &
Multiple-Choice
Exam

Orientation &
Cases

Portfolio of
assignments &
activities

My name is Bilyana and I am a
from Bulgaria, where I graduated
from high school. I chose the
program because I felt like I would
have more choice than in the
other programs I was looking into.
And that was true! ES gives us the
opportunity to choose what we
want to study more, and even
though I initially thought I would
choose the public sector, the
courses showed me that I enjoy
more marketing and business! So
I have the private sector
specialisation. I am hoping that
when I graduate and even on my
internship I will be working for a
gaming studio in their marketing
department!

8. Year 1 in Detail: ES3
The three-year version of European Studies covers the same content and competencies, but in a more compact and challenging
package, delivered to a smaller group of students. Some courses given in the four-year programme have been omitted, because ES3
students should have covered them in secondary school, while other subjects are modified and/or different from the four-year
programme.
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My name is Taylor and I am a third-year ES3 student.
Having experienced both WO and HBO I can definitely
say HBO suits me better and prepares me to fully stand
on my own feet in today’s dynamic labour market. In
comparison to a research university, the way of
educating focuses more on your skills. When you are
required to do a presentation, you are taught first how
to present yourself. How do you make sure people listen
to you? Another difference is the level of personal
attention. My tutor is sincerely concerned in my wellbeing. Lecturers will greet you in the hallway and know
who you are.

Year 1: Introducing Europe, the EU & the ES Programme
Year 1 introduces Europe, as well as its public and private sector, while encouraging students to develop their professional skills.
Students learn management and marketing for both sectors and develop their intercultural and language skills.

Sem.

Course

1

The Political
Dimension

2

Institutions of
the EU

2

IGOS and
INGOs - World
Citizenry at
Work

Description
Basic political theory &
European political
processes
An introduction to the
European Union and
how it works
Exploring international
government & nongovernmental
organisations

1

The Business
Dimension

An overview of Europe's
economic & business
environment

2

Management of
Organisations
in Europe

Management theory &
public/private sector
orientation

2

Foundations of
Marketing

Principles of marketing
for businesses or other
sectors

Knowledge

Skills

Career
Development

Public Sector

Orientation &
Cases

Public Sector

Orientation &
Cases
Orientation &
Cases

Public Sector

Research

Orientation &
Cases

Private Sector

Interdisciplinary

Orientation &
Cases

Private Sector

Orientation &
Cases

Assessment
Open Question
Exam & Writing
Assignment
Multiple Choice
Exam
Open Question
Exam

Research
Assignment,
Simulation Project
& Multiple-Choice
Exam
Multiple Choice
Exam
Assignment &
Multiple-Choice
Exam

Presentation,
Writing
Orientation &
Assignment &
Cases
Multiple-Choice
Exam
Oral, Open
Question, Multiple
Professional Skills
Choice Exams &
Portfolios

1

The Cultural
Dimension

History, philosophy &
European identity

Interdisciplinary

1&2

Modern Foreign
Languages

Development of
language skills with a
focus on practice

Languages

Communication

1

Focus on
Europe Today
& Project
Management

Group project involving
event planning that
trains students in project
management

Interdisciplinary

Project
Management,
Communication
& Intercultural

Professional Skills Project & Portfolio
& Cases

1

English
Practicals

Vocabulary building &
discussion practice in
support of knowledge
courses

Interdisciplinary

Communication

Professional Skills
& Cases

Oral Exam

1

Introduction to
Research Skills

Conducting research
and writing APA Style
research reports

Interdisciplinary

Research,
Communication
& Intercultural

Professional Skills
& Orientation

Research
Assignment
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2

Advanced
Research Skills

Using advanced
research methodology
including surveys &
interviews

1

Oral
Presentations

Practical Workshops for
Public Speaking Skills

2

Intercultural
Communication

Discussing essential
aspects of intercultural
interaction

2

Professional
Argumentation

NA

English Writing

1&2

Career
Development

Workshops on
speechwriting,
negotiating, debate &
policy writing.
Instead of writing
courses, ES3 students
are offered coaching on
their writing, integrated
with other courses
Supervision & coaching
combined with
professional orientation
activities

The Hague University of Applied Sciences
Research
Portfolio with
report

Interdisciplinary

Research,
Communication
& Intercultural

Professional Skills
& Cases

Interdisciplinary

Communication
& Intercultural

Professional Skills
& Cases

Oral Exam

Interdisciplinary

Intercultural

Professional Skills
& Cases

Portfolio &
Multiple-Choice
Exam

Interdisciplinary

Communication
& Intercultural

Professional Skills
& Cases

Writing
Assignments

Interdisciplinary

Communication,
Professional Skills
Research &
& Courses
Intercultural

Writing
Assignments

Interdisciplinary

Interdisciplinary

Orientation &
Cases

Portfolio of
assignments &
activities

Hi, I’m Lara. The 3-year version or ES is like expected and quite
interesting but also challenging. Choosing the fast-track version, I knew I
was going to have a lot of homework and a packed schedule. However,
all tasks have been manageable so far. My first term focuses mainly on
cultural aspects of Europe and on writing and communication skills.
Especially preparing and giving presentations is very difficult for me
because I am not used to it from high school. Nevertheless, all classes
suit my interests. Moreover, I am glad that the European Studies
programme gives me the possibility to study two new foreign languages.
Another aspect I really like about this study is that my classmates are
from all over the world and I get to know a lot of different cultures.
All in all, I would say that my first weeks here in Den Haag have been
quite fun but also much work; meeting friends becomes mostly studying
together. I would definitely decide to study ES again.

9. Exams and Assignments
Because of its interdisciplinary and intercultural nature, European Studies uses a wide variety of assessment strategies for courses
and projects. Each course is assessed separately with (a mix of) exams, assignments or presentations. Some exams involve multiple
choice questions, while others have open exam writing assignments, while others involve both. European Studies also makes
extensive use of presentations, oral exams and projects, and generally aims for assessment strategies that challenge students to
apply knowledge in a hands-on fashion, often by producing professional products like policy proposals and marketing plans.
Exams and Re-sits
By law, students are given two opportunities per assessment per year whenever possible. For every exam, assignment or
presentation, there is a second chance, called a re-sit, for students who missed the first opportunity or would like to improve upon
their results.
Exam Procedures
All exam procedures are made known to students in advance, including the timing of exams on the year calendar, registration
procedures and grading procedures.
The school year is divided into two semesters and those semesters are divided into two terms. Some courses run for a single term
while others last the full semester. As such, there is an exam period at the end of every term, but the number of exams can vary.
Deadlines for assessments that do not include a central exam (essays, reports) are usually scheduled during or after the term and
not necessarily during the exam period.
Students register for exams and receive grades using Osiris, an online registration tool. Osiris and instructions for using it are
accessible through the Student Portal. Results for all exams or other assessments must be published on Osiris within 15 business
days of the exam or deadline. If it takes longer, students are entitled to file a complaint with the Exam Board.
The quality and fairness of exams is monitored by an Exam Board, which also investigates any complaints or problems that arise.
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Feedback
Assessment is an important part of the learning process and to make the most of it, students need feedback on their performance.
Quality feedback is a high priority at European Studies, which is why all exams are subject to inspection. Exam inspections are
scheduled shortly after each exam period and announced for students, who have the option of viewing their exam and requesting
feedback. Students are also entitled to view any and all assignments and associated grading checklists during inspection, or by
appointment with their teacher.

10. Support and Supervision
European Studies is a challenging programme that demands hard work and personal responsibility. For some students, it can be a
big adjustment, but the good news is that they do not have to make that adjustment alone because the programme offers a lot of
support.
Supervisors & Mentors
All first-year students have an Educational Career Supervisor (ECS), a staff member who helps them adjust and coaches them, in
addition to helping them keep track of their study progress and guiding career development. They can also offer help in the event of
personal problems that can adversely affect schoolwork.
Supervision is fairly close in the first two years. As students progress through the programme, they are given more autonomy, but
they will have mentoring during the most important activities – including the final project and work placement.
In addition to an ECS supervisor, every class gets a Student Mentor – a second or third-year student who helps the class adjust to
life at THUAS.
The Student Counsellor, Confidential Advisor & School Psychologist
If students encounter personal, medical or other types of problems that affect their ability to study or their results, they can turn to the
student counsellor (Decaan), who can offer advice about school regulations and legal matters, financial matters and special support
arrangements for students with a disability (including illness, physical disabilities or learning disabilities such as dyslexia or attention
deficit disorder). For personal matters, there is a Confidential Advisor who is ready to listen and The Hague University of Applied
Sciences has a team of School Psychologists who provide counselling services and a wide range of trainings on dealing with learning
disabilities, fear of failure and other issues.

My name is Brendan Verschut, I am a Dutch student at European Studies.
I found out about this study by looking at details on the study`s website, as
well as going to both the trial and open days. Though there are multiple
institutes that provides these studies, I heard (through connections) that
THUAS was by far the best option, since ‘a partner in crime’ went to this
university as well. As of yet I have had a very positive experience at this
study program. Some things may not be so easy for me compared to a
non-visually impaired, but both the lecturers and myself always try to look
for alternatives should the regular approach hinder me. My motivation and
the study`s co-operation has allowed me to get this far. I have been
complemented for both this motivation and my independence as well as
my willingness to co-operate and attempt to solve problems. Finally, I want
to add that both the Dean (Decaan) and the Exam Board have been very
co-operative in helping and providing the right facilities to make my study
and exams possible.

Tutoring & Language Partners
If you find that you need help with specific subjects, you can get it. European Studies facilitates tutoring projects, in which students
provide coaching and/or share materials. There’s also a special Language Partner programme, in which other students who are native
speakers of foreign languages (including Dutch and English) provide coaching for students who need a little extra practice or help.

Social Media Support
There is a Support Network for European Studies Students at HHS on Facebook for current students. Students go there to ask
and answer questions for each other, to share information and study materials, to exchange books and to talk about their studies.
Participation is completely voluntary, but very useful. Its address is: https://www.facebook.com/groups/151048604907186/

13

The Big Book of European Studies

The Hague University of Applied Sciences

A separate Facebook group is also created for incoming students every year, open to any ES applicant in need of assistance. It can
be accessed through the main European Studies Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/europeanstudiesthu

11. Our Commitment to Quality: The Code of Conduct
The European Studies is more than a study programme. It’s a community of hard-working students, teachers and support staff who
work together to build bridges to a successful future. To create the kind of culture that protects that community and provides quality,
European Studies has a Code of Conduct: principles to govern the way that people work and interact.
It is not a detailed list of rules. Instead, it states the five basic principles that underlie how students and staff in the ES programme
should interact and operate and clarifies five basic agreements about what staff and students at ES should expect from one another.
These agreements illustrate the kind of culture that ES is committed to maintaining and serve as a reference point.

The European Studies Code of Conduct
1. We are proud to be here and committed to participating in the community.
This means that all staff and students have chosen to be a part of the community and are committed to being where they
are supposed to be, when they are supposed to be there. It also means everyone commits to being prepared and ready to
get to work, and to making the most of every opportunity. The greater the effort, the greater the likelihood of success.
2. We can count on each other to do what is expected of us and to do it in a timely fashion.
Studying and teaching are hard work and require a great deal of multi-tasking and careful time management. Being part of
ES means committing to use both in order to guarantee that our work is done (and done well) on time. Students and staff
alike are expected to know what is expected of them at all times, by following directions and holding to agreements, and
everyone is expected to respect their deadlines.
3. We respect each other as well as each other’s efforts and time.
Mutual respect is an essential ingredient in any professional environment. Everyone has a right to feel safe, welcome and
valued at ES and all members of the community are committed to making sure that everyone does. This means showing
respect in our communication, our behaviour and the feedback we give on each other’s work, and it also means showing
respect for each other’s limited time. Everyone at ES is committed to working and communicating with maximum efficiency.
4. We set high standards for ourselves and do what it takes to (help each other) meet them.
ES is dedicated to helping its students succeed, but success does not come easy. It takes commitment to maximise your
potential to reach the highest possible standards in your work, to earn a diploma that everyone can be proud of. We are
also committed to helping each other to reach those standards, bringing out the best in each other, by encouraging and
supporting one another and providing constructive feedback to each other. No matter who you are, if you need help, all
you have to do is ask for it and be willing to put the work in. When everyone chips in, and makes the most of every
opportunity, we can all share in each other’s successes.
5. We are honest with each other and honest with ourselves.
Trust and integrity is essential to any professional and a cornerstone of what staff and students at ES can expect from one
another. Everyone at ES agrees to take responsibility for themselves and for their work and is expected to behave in an
honest and transparent fashion. And, because this is an institution dedicated to learning, we recognize the importance of
giving and receiving feedback and then reflecting upon it. When we give feedback, we commit to a constructive approach,
and when we receive feedback, we take it seriously and, where applicable, we use it to better ourselves.
In short, all members of the ES community – teachers, support staff and students – have to be able to count on one another. If we
want to make the most of our time together, we all have to commit to upholding this code together.

Hi, my name is Socrates and I am a student at
European Studies. I chose European Studies after
talking with friends who actually did the study and
after gathering information on the website of The
Hague University of Applied Sciences. European
studies is a perfect fit for me as it allows me to explore
the cultural, political and economic dimensions of
Europe and meet interesting people from all over the
world. European Studies is multi-ethnic, multidisciplinary and multi-cultural! The study is really
enjoyable and my classmates are great. It is hard
work but so rewarding. It is a perfect fit for me!
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12. Optional & Extra-curricular Activities
European Studies offers an intense and complex programme of courses, projects and assignments, but the intercultural learning
experience at ES goes beyond the classroom. Students are encouraged to pursue activities of their own choosing to help with their
development. As part of their career development, students earn credits for a wide range of tasks relevant to the programme and to
their own interests, from independent research to volunteering, study trips or career orientation.
There are also a number of extra-curricular activities and events available for students. In addition to a drama club and a political
engagement society, ES has its own student association, HEBOS, which plans parties and field trips – including trips abroad. The
Hague University is a community and that community is host to a number of student organisations, sports clubs and other activities,
from debates and guest lectures to film screenings. Students are encouraged to take full advantage.
Important Committees
Students can also choose to serve the European Studies programme by joining important committees, including:
•
•
•

The Public Relations Committee, which helps to promote the programme to prospective students.
The Programme Committee, which meets with management to discuss the quality of the programme and to represent the
interests and concerns of students.
ESCAPE, our study association, which plans parties, study trips and other activities.

Pursuing a Future in France, Germany & Spain
European Studies also offers Extra-Curricular opportunities to explore career options in other European countries, with projects that
connect to the three main languages studied in our programme. With Futur France, Zukunft Deutschland and Ñ de España, students
dive deep into studying the language, culture, and economics of France, Germany and Spain, complete with film screenings, field
trips and – whenever possible, trips abroad.
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13. Contact or Visit European Studies
Choosing a study programme is hard work, especially given all of the choices available. The best advice we can give to any student
or parent is that it is essential to do your homework and research every study programme in detail to make sure that you find the one
that’s right for you. To help you in this process, European Studies hosts events, invites you to shadow a student and answers questions
on social media.
Open Days
There are three Open Days every year in which you can attend presentations on the programme and meet with staff and students to
ask questions. These are posted on the university website (www.hhs.nl)
Contact or Shadow a Student
On the official The Hague University of Applied Sciences website (www.hhs.nl) you can also sign up to be contacted by a current
student who will answer your questions, and if you’d like to know more, you can sign up to Shadow a Student for a day. Once you
sign up, one of our students will contact you and make an appointment to meet up with you and take you to class, so that you get a
real and personal experience with our programme.
The Shadow a Student programme allows for a very personal experience, but if you’d rather visit with a group, we can try to arrange
that as well. Depending on demand, European Studies occasionally organises Trial Days, in which a group of visitors is able to come
for a full preview of our programme, complete with interactive assignments.
Contact European Studies Directly
European Studies is part of the Faculty of Management & Organisation and you can contact us through our Front Office on
business days (Tel. +31 70 445 8600, E-mail: MO-FrontOffice@hhs.nl) but the fastest way to get an answer is to contact us at
EuropeanStudies@hhs.nl, where you’ll get an answer within one day, 365 days a year.
Find and Follow Us on Social Media
European Studies makes extensive use of social media, where you can get the latest updates about our programme, see what our
students and staff are up to and ask questions and get an answer within 24 hours, 365 days a year. We’re on Facebook, Instagram
and YouTube and are working on launching our Snapchat in the near future.
In the meantime, you can find us on the following channels:
Facebook
European Studies has a Facebook Page with general information, news and updates that anyone can access. Here is
the direct address: https://www.facebook.com/europeanstudiesthu/

Instagram
We also post updates and news about our programme, as well as profiles of students and graduates, on our Instagram
page, europeanstudiesthuas. Here is the address: https://www.instagram.com/europeanstudiesthuas/

YouTube
If you really want to know what it’s like at European Studies, but you aren’t able to visit, check our European Studies
@ THUAS YouTube channel, where you can see a wide range of videos about our programme, as well as studentmade vlogs showing you what student life is like in our programme, at our University, and in the city of The Hague.
Here is the address: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNIC5yxdY1nbg7SpfSvWgxA

15. The European Studies Academic Calendar
European Studies divides the academic year up into semesters and each semester is, in turn, divided into two terms. Each term
usually consists of 6 weeks of classes, followed by exams, project weeks and other activities. For your information, we’ve included
the Draft Calendar for 2020-2021. Please keep in mind that details are subject to change.

European Studies – 2020-2021
Date

Week

Week

Description & Activities

24-28 Aug

35

Exam Period 5

Language Placement Tests, re-sit exams for some students

31 Aug – 4 Sept

36

Introduction Week

Year 1: Introduction Week

7-11 Sept

37

Term 1, Week 1

Classes

14-18 Sept

38

Term 1, Week 2

Classes
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21-25 Sept

39

Term 1, Week 3

Classes

28 Sept – 2 Oct

40

Term 1, Week 4

Classes

5-9 Oct

41

Term 1, Week 5

Classes

12-16 Oct

42

Term 1, Week 6

Classes

19-23 Oct

43

Fall Break

No scheduled activities.

26-30 Oct

44

Exam Period 1

Exams Term 1

2-6 Nov

45

Term 2, Week 1

Classes

9-13 Nov

46

Term 2, Week 2

Classes

16-20 Nov

47

Term 2, Week 3

Classes

23-27 Nov

48

Term 2, Week 4

Classes

30 Nov-4 Dec

49

Term 2, Week 5

Classes

7-11 Dec

50

Term 2, Week 6

Classes

14-18 Dec

51

Term 2, Week 7

Classes

21-25 Dec

52

Christmas Vacation

No classes or scheduled activities

28 Dec-1 Jan

53

Christmas Vacation

No classes or scheduled activities

4-8 Jan

1

Exam Period 2

Resit Exams for Term 1

11-15 Jan

2

Exam Period 2

Exams for Term 2

18-22 Jan

3

Project Week

Year 1: Focus on Europe Today

25-29 Jan

4

Project Week

Year 1: Focus on Europe Today

1-5 Feb

5

Activity Week

Staff training. Time for Self-study or for projects students choose to earn credits.

8-12 Feb

6

Term 3, Week 1

Classes

15-19 Feb

7

Term 3, Week 2

Classes

22-26 Feb

8

February Vacation

No classes or scheduled activities

1-5 Mar

9

Term 3, Week 3

Classes

8-12 Mar

10

Term 3, Week 4

Classes

15-19 Mar

11

Term 3, Week 5

Classes

22-26 Mar

12

Term 3, Week 6

Classes

29 Mar-2 Apr

13

Study Week

Exam preparation

5-9 Apr

14

Exam Period 3

Exams for Term 3

12-16 Apr
19-23 Apr
26-30 Apr

15
16
17

Term 4, Week 1
Term 4, Week 2
Term 4, Week 3

Classes, Good Friday Holiday
Classes, Easter Monday Holiday
Classes

3-7 May

18

May Vacation

No scheduled Activities

10-14 May

19

Term 4, Week 4

Classes
Exam Period 3B (in evenings): Resit Exams

17-21 May

20

Term 4, Week 5

Classes
Exam Period 3B (in evenings): Resit Exams Term 3 + I-Start workshops

24-28 May

21

Term 4, Week 6

Classes

31 May-4 June
7-11 June
14-18 June

22
23
24

Term 4, Week 7
Exam Period 4
Exam Period 4

Classes
Exams for Term 4 for Year 1
Exams for Term 4 (Year 2 and up)

21-25 June

25

Exam Period 4B

Re-sit Exams for Term 4 (First-year students)

28 June-2 July

26

Grading Period

(Negative) Binding Study Advice Procedures

5-9 July
12-16 July
19-23 July
26-30 July
2-6 Aug
9-13 Aug
16-20 Aug

27
28
29
30
31
32
33

Grading Period
Grading Period
Summer Vacation
Summer Vacation
Summer Vacation
Summer Vacation
Summer Vacation

Negative) Binding Study Advice Procedures
Negative) Binding Study Advice Procedures
Lesson free period
Lesson free period
Lesson free period
Lesson free period
Resits Exams Term 4: Main Phase

23-27 Aug

34

Exam Period 5

Years 2 and up.

30 Aug-3 Sept

35

Introduction Week

Start of Year 2
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